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Preliminary :

From November 14th to 18th, 1999, the first African Summit on Sciences and New Technologies was held at Libreville, in Gabon. One the recommendations formulated in the Youth Session report  emphasized the need for  “ the creation of Centres of excellence in the fields of Sciences and Nerw Technologies” In his opening address, Dr. Cheick Modibo Diarra from NASA clearly reminded that “ The african youth constitutes an important potential of  researchers that could go far beyond the present generation.” It is that hope that we wish to revive and preserve.

About the event

The study of the solar system is integrated into physics curricula in Gabonese secondary schools. It needs to be strengthened in the public and in higher education institutions. From …th to …th, 20… , we are organizing an exhibition on Astronomy & Sciences centered on the Solar System (and its exploration). This exhibition will serve as a launch platform for IYA2009 and a strengthening initiative for astronomy in Gabon.

Students, educators and the public will get  some elements of answers to some of our deepest interrogations.

At  NOMMO ASTRONOMIA, we consider bringing reliable information to the public, as a vector of our passion. During this event, we will have the opportunity to assist to talk(s)/lecture(s) given by  ….. These talk(s)/lecture(s) will be an opportunity for us to get an update on basic facts about the Solar System, as well as the current ideas on the understanding of the Universe. Space exploration will also be highlighted.

During this event, a specific attention will be given to the explicit presentation of the advantages that Gabon could draw from boosting Astronomy and Space Sciences at various scales of the society.

The Coordination

The coordination is composed of students, teachers and academic staff at educational institutions in Gabon. This coordination does not consist in a centralized structure, but rather in a network of partners associated for the success of this event and its follow up.

Workshops

Following is a brief description of envisaged workshops :

Video room ( recommended duration: 30 minutes)

Room dedicated to the projection of films from NASA, European Space Agency (ESA), South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO), Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales (CNES) showing recent space exploration missions.

Multimedia room (recommended duration : 30 minutes)

Ten computers. Three of them connected to specialized web sites (NASA,  ESA, SAAO, CNES). On the seven others are displayed Astronomy and Space Sciences related CD-Roms and resources.
Exhibition

Posters about the Sun, the nine planets (including the Earth and the Moon), Comets and asteroids. Posters on major space missions  (Voyager, Ulysses, Galileo,  Cassini-Huyghens). Exhibition of refractor(s) and reflexctor(s).

Lectures/Conferences 
· Modern Astronomy : Past, present & future
· Astronomy in Africa : Past, present & future 

· 2009, the International Year of Astronomy : A chance for Gabon & Africa

·  Bokudu : An Animistic Cosmology. Challenges & perspectives
Brainstorming session with invited Educators on ways to better use Astronomy for Education with in view the organisation of an in-depth workshop  
How do Space work ? : 
Explanatory posters.
Quizzes

How to  build

· A refractior;

· A sundial;

· A simple sextant.

Elements of rocketry : 
How to build a water rocket
How to become a professional Astronomer in Africa : Presentation of Astrophysics and Space Sciences oriented postgraduate studies in Africa (NASSP in South Africa). As well as existing and future careers in Astrophysics and Space Sciences on the African continent.
Partners : The key for success !

All the partners involved in the exhibition share an ambition: bringing their contribution to the development of Science education and literacy in Gabon. Any support from public or private organizations, locally or abroad, having the same goals, is welcome. 

Cost estimates*

The (preliminary) estimated costs of the exhibition are as follows:


      
Posters** (set of)




  500   euros

02     
telescopes Celeston Nextar 130 SLT    

2*650 euros 
     


Eyepieces SkyOptics




400     euros


02
     
pairs of binoculars Celestron



2*120  euros

01

support for binoculars




1*50    euros

01
     
solar filter astrosolar




1*50    euros


02

solarscopes





2*100  euros

03      
 

01      
Video-projector BENQ


 
    
1*570  euros

01
Creative Webcam Cam Optia AF


1*100  euros

CD-Roms+DVD (set of)



100      euros          


Books/booklets/guides on Astronomy***
300      euros

Invited Speaker****




----------------


Unforeseen costs





200    euros

 TOTAL








 4 010 euros
The  change  is 1 Euro ~ 10 Rands  ~  655 FCFA (FCFA being the currency presently available in Gabon) .  -----  The materials are preferably in French language and will be owned by the now legalized Association NOMMO ASTRONOMIA ----
** We have made our own set of posters requiring only printing on high quality support : The cost could be reduced by 30%
    *** Would top up our own library.
    ****We are still investigating its feasibility  
PERSPECTIVE

The central point as far as IYA2009 is concerned is that this exhibition could be decoupled into the Astronomy & Sciences caravan: a mobile exhibition dedicated to educational structures (elementary & secondary schools, Universities, administrations). The envisaged end in 20…. would be the “ Great Starry Night” – to set as an annual event – drawn from the same annual event held in France. Thus a stronger and sustainable tradition of astronomy literacy could be introduced. A sustainable tradition that could be strongly strengthened by the envisaged building of an  Educational Center for the Sciences of the Universe in Gabon.

And once again (relevant) partners are the key for success. At this stage, a strategy is still being devised to have an organically working body of individuals and institutions working towards the success of IYA2009 in Gabon and the “after IYA2009”. The aim being to have an optimal coverage of :

· Educational institutions;

· The civil society;

· Leaders 

